
Grounds Update November

The season has started and the course has been open for almost 3 weeks. By now we hope that 
most of you would have had the chance to get out and play and that you are happy with the work 
so far.  

Rain and the Deluge
The downpour in the early hours of 1 Nov caused  considerable superficial damage across the 
course. The good news is that the greens stood up well to the deluge and none have floated off. It 
is encouraging to see that where we have completed earth works and where we now have grass 
that they have held together.  
The fairways took a hammering and urgently needed cleaning up, a bit of ingenuity and in no time 
a harrow (drag net) was fabricated and put to use. Whilst we never intended to harrow the fairways 
at this stage it has proved useful and we hope that it has gone some way to also aerating the top 
soil. Should the fairways flood again at least now we have a suitable means of quickly restoring 
them. 
The downside is that in some areas considerable numbers of stones and pebbles have been 
brought to the surface. Everybody whilst out on the course is encouraged to pick up any stones 
and drop them in the rough off the fairway. If we all did that each time we played then the benefits 
will soon be seen. Maybe set yourself and your playing partners the task of removing say - 30 
pebbles or stones - each time you play. 

Seeding fairways
15th - McGill
The right-hand top area of fairway has been raked and seeded in the last week, it ain’t green yet is 
all we can say for now.
17th - Switchback
The right hand side of the 17th and its uphill slope was seeded just before the rains and 
surprisingly did not wash away - and inside a week there has been plenty of growth from not just 
the old dormant grass but new seedlings to.
As and when the seed germinates we can expect to give it a first cut when it is approx 2" to 3" 
high, once that is done then another section of selected fairways will be taped off and the process 
continued. 
Please do not be alarmed if you start to see areas of the new Bermuda grass start to yellow or 
brown off, this is a natural process which takes place when the ambient temperatures drop down. 
for the winter. The Lolium rye grass will however grow and should maintain its greenery.

Earth works
The banking to the left of the 16th green needs some attention before the winter and much needed 
rains do any real damage. Today a second terrace was cut into the banking in the hope that we 
can minimise general erosion damage The whole area between the left bank of the 16th up to the 
first set of steps on the left of McGill has been affected by the work. We hope to stabilise this as 
much as we can in the next couple of weeks. Plans are afoot to acquire wire mesh fencing to lay 
over the slopes, topsoil this and see how effective it can be once nature takes over and plants itself 
up.

Greens
And lastly please ensure you do not tramp muddy feet and even trolleys across the red soil and 
onto the greens - there are now signs to divert trolley users to the correct side to move on to your 
next tee. Muddy footprints across the greens will soon ruin the surface for all, please respect what 
we have!
So work in progress and as always lots to do.
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