
 
 
 

JSGC (Dhekelia)  -  LOCAL RULES  (As at 12 Mar 17) 
 

Artificial Surfaces.  The artificially surfaced putting surfaces are acceptable under the 
Rules of Golf and are an integral part of the course and not immovable obstructions. 
   
Adverse ground conditions. Adverse ground conditions are prevalent on the course and 
these may include bare lies, cap rock and stony areas. Therefore, a preferred lie may be 
taken on any part of any fairway. Exception: If it is clearly impracticable to make a stroke 
because of interference by a tree, bush or their roots, then relief is not permissible.  
 
Use of Mats.  The use of mats is not permissible for competition golf, only social unless a 
Local Rule is given for their use in specific adverse conditions. 
 
Preferred Lie. A ball lying on any fairway may be marked, lifted, cleaned and placed. 
Having lifted the ball, it must be placed on a spot within one grip length of where it 
originally lay and not nearer the hole, that is not in a hazard and not on a putting surface. If 
the ball when placed is at rest and subsequently moves, there is no penalty and the ball 
must be played as it lies, even if that is nearer to the hole (Rule 20-3d). If in taking relief, 
the line of play is improved, it is the player's good fortune. 
 
Note. On the 10th and 12th and 15th fairways as an additional option, a preferred lie may 
be taken on the nearest artificial turf mat which is no nearer the hole. 

 
Other relief situations. 
 
a) Sprinkler heads.  Free relief is only permissible for the line of play when the sprinkler 
is within 2 club lengths of the brown and the player's ball is within 2 club lengths of the 
sprinkler. 
b) Sprinklers in operation. If the ball comes to rest on the fairway whilst the sprinklers 
are in operation relief may be taken, without penalty, at the nearest point of relief.  If this 
happens to be off the fairway, the ball should be dropped and a preferred lie taken as per 
the Rules of Golf. 
c) Natural Rain Gullies/Heat Cracks/Vehicle Tracks. 
 If a ball comes to rest in any of the above, through the green, it may be treated as GUR. 
 
Bunkers.  Stones in bunkers are movable objects (Rule 24-1).  
 
Fairways.  Fairways start at the BLUE markers and thereafter are defined by the 
YELLOW and BLACK topped stakes. Any part of the ball touching the line is deemed to be 
on the fairway. 
 
Ground Under Repair.  Unless it specifically states that play is prohibited in the 
designated GUR, then players may choose to play the ball as it lies. Bear in mind that the 
nearest point of relief is not nearer the hole and may not be in a hazard. 
 
Immovable Obstructions. The following are deemed to be immovable obstructions: 
  

• The old foundations walls on the 2nd, 4th, 9th and 14th holes. 
• Paths with a base constructed of tarmac, concrete and those paths constructed of  

white stones or granite chips defined within wooden or concrete borders.  An  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
exception to this definition is the path to the right of the 14th fairway which is defined 
by wooden sleepers and GREEN stakes to the left and RED hazard stakes to the 
right.   

• Relief without penalty may be taken if the wooden sleepers or path interferes with 
stance or swing.  Any part of the ball touching the line of the hazard is deemed to 
be in the hazard. 

• The GREEN and BLACK topped stakes do NOT mark the edges of a path. 
• The old boundary fence crossing the 15th & 16th holes. 
• All irrigation pipes, control boxes and sprinkler heads. 
• All tee boxes. 
• All concrete or wooden steps. (If the steps are adjacent to a bunker and the ball lies 

in the bunker, Rule 24-2 applies.) 
• Wood edging the bunkers.  If the ball is in the bunker, then free relief must be taken 

in the hazard, no nearer the hole (Rule 24-2). 
• If this is not possible, then relief under penalty of one stroke may be taken, dropping 

the ball outside the bunker as per Rule 24-2 clause b, ii, b. 
• Should a ball become embedded in the face of a bunker (in a sandbag) then it is to 

be dropped in the bunker as per Rule 24-2 clause b, ii, b. 
• Any staked trees/bushes/plants. The protective plastic piping around some is only 

for their protection from strimmers and does not constitute a free drop.  
 

Distance Measuring Devices (DMD's).  The use of devices for measuring distances only 
is permitted in competitions. 	A multi functional device, such as smartphone or PDA, may 
be used as a DMD, but it must not be used to gauge or measure other conditions (Rule 
14-3). 

 
Out of Bounds.  A ball is out of bounds if: 

 
• All of it is over the line or over a boundary fence. The line is defined as the line 

drawn between the inner sides of the markers. On or beyond any road or track that 
forms a boundary of the course. 

• On the line or to the right of the WHITE stakes/markers when playing the 10th,12th 
13th and 14th holes, to the left of the WHITE stakes when playing the 11th, 12th and 
beyond the boundary fence on the 15th. 

 
Putting Surface. 
 

• Out of use Hole Plug depression on Line of Putt. If the ball lies on the putting 
surface, the player may lift the ball and place it without penalty in the nearest 
position to where it lay which affords relief from the condition, but not nearer the 
hole. 

 
Pylons, Overhead Wires and Cables. 
 
Through the green - if a ball strikes a pylon, overhead cable or supporting guys on any 
hole, the player must disregard that stroke, abandon the ball and play another ball as 
close as possible to the spot from which the original ball was played, in accordance with 
Rule 20-5. (Playing next stroke from where previous stroke was played.) 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Local Rules/Temporary Rules are reviewed periodically and changed to reflect 
current local conditions.  These may also be indicated on the Notice Boards.  There 
may be conflict between the scorecard and the Local Rules due to the age of the 
card.  Please be aware that Temporary Local Rules have precedent. 

 
Penalty for breach of Local Rule.          Match Play  – Loss of Hole.         

Stroke Play – Two shot penalty 
 

Doubt as to procedure:  In stroke play, if a competitor is doubtful of their rights or the 
correct procedure during the play of a hole, they may, without penalty, complete the hole 
with 2 balls. The competitor must report the facts of the situation to the Competition 
Committee before returning their score card. If the player fails to do so, they will be 
disqualified. 
 


